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Vocabulary:  
Operation: A mathematical process of calculation. 
  Example: In 25 + 6 = 31, the operation is addition 
 
Symbol: A thing that stands for something else.  
  Example: 7 + ? = 11, the ? is a symbol that represents an unknown 

Bar Model: A strategy that requires students to draw diagrams in the 

form of rectangular bars to represent known and unknown values. 

The representation also shows the relationship between the values. 

They are also referred to as tape models and model. drawings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 Grade 2 Parent Newsletter 
 

How can you help your 
child be successful in 

mathematics? 

 
  Important Concepts 

 Estimate and measure  length 

using a ruler and meter stick 

 

 Solving for a variety of unknown 

values, depending on the 

structure of the problem. 

 

 Valuing a variety of approaches 

to solving the same problem. 

 

 Making sense of the problem that 

is being solved and being able to 

reason about how they solved 

the problem. 

  Misconceptions 

 Students may begin to measure 

starting with the number 1 on a 

ruler, yardstick, or meter stick. 

Students would benefit from 

thinking of a ruler as a number 

line and discussing how they 

would begin before “one”. 

 

 Students may have difficulty 

describing how two 

measurements relate to the size 

of the unit chosen.  

 

 Students may think that you can 

just look at the numbers in a word 

problem to solve rather than 

thinking about what is happening 

in the problem. 

  Things to Do: 

 Use the strategy page to 
support your child with at home 
practice. 

 

 Play the subtraction game. 
Encourage your child to explain 
their thinking. 

 

 Use the practice page as 
needed. 

 

 

 

Theme 1 Unit 4 

Dear Parents, 

In this unit students will focus on reasoning and communicating 

their thinking in writing as they investigate measurement 

concepts through hands-on activities. They will also expand their 

use of tools to include measuring in meters with a meter stick.  

Students will also be applying their addition and subtraction skills 

in problem-solving situations in this unit. They will explore a 

variety of different scenario structures and use models and 

drawings as part of their solving process. Students will learn how 

to make sense of one and two step word problems by looking at 

all of the parts of the problem. Once students are able to 

demonstrate their comprehension of a question they will begin 

using symbols and equations to solve one and two step problems 

involving addition and subtraction.  

                                    Thank you for your support, 

             Your Child’s 2nd Grade Teacher 
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Strategies: Theme 1 Unit 4 

Part-Part whole mats to 

solve word problems. 

Steps to help students make sense of 

word problems. 

Use pictures or a number line to solve 

two-step problems. 

Use a Bar Model to solve a word 

problem. 
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Choose the appropriate unit to measure each item: 

 

Length of your bedroom:     centimeter   inch   meter 

Length of your lunchbox:      centimeter   inch   meter 

Length of your back yard:     centimeter   inch   meter 

Length of a house key:          centimeter   inch   meter 

Length of a paper clip:          centimeter   inch   meter 

Length of a dollar bill:           centimeter    inch   meter 

Draw a bar model and solve the following problem: 

Sam had 39 race cars. He had 18 more cars than his friend 

Alex had. How many cars did Alex have? 

 

 

 

 

 

What equation could be written using the bar model: 

 

 

 

 

 

 Equation: _______________________ 

Although the meter stick was broken, John thought he could 

still use it to measure his crayon. He determined that the 

crayon was about 90 centimeters long. His sister said that the 

crayon really measured about 7 centimeters. Who is correct? 

Explain your thinking. 

Practice Problems 

 

I think ________________ is correct because ________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 


